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Lesson	3:	Composing	and	Decomposing	Numbers	
	
Discussion:	

Today	we’re	going	to	learn	to	compose	and	decompose	numbers.	
Those	are	big	words	but	they	just	mean	to	build	and	un-build	a	number	into	
the	smaller	numbers	that	make	it	up.	
Let’s	use	the	number	23	
ü 23	is	made	up	of	what	numbers?	A	2	and	a	3,	yes-	but	what	does	the	2	
represent?	We	don’t	say	“two	three”	for	the	number	23	do	we?	We	say.......?	
▪ Twenty-three!	The	2	represents	20.	

ü 20	+	3	is	the	decomposed	(un-built)	version	of	23.	
To	compose	(build)	a	number,	 it’s	 just	 the	 flip.	So	 if	 I	said,	 “compose	this	
number:	30	+	4”,	what	would	it	be?	34!	

	
	
Activity:		

Lego	Number	Building 
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Compose-	Build-	the	numbers:	
	
30	+	2	=	_________	 	 	 20	+	8	=	_________	
	
10	+	4	=	________	 	 	 0	+	7	=	_________	
	
40	+	3	=	_________	 	 	 30	+	6	=	_________	
	
20	+	1	=	________	 	 	 10	+	5	=	_________	
	
0	+	9	=	________	 	 	 40	+	4	=	_________	
	
Decompose-	Take	Apart-	the	numbers:	
	
47	=	______	+	______	 	 36	=	______	+	______	
	
4	=	______	+	______	 	 	 22	=	______	+	______	
	

	
18	=	______	+	______	 	 41	=	______	+	______	
	
33	=	______	+	______	 	 9	=	______	+	______	
	
25	=	______	+	______	 	 13	=	______	+	______	
	
	
	 	

NUMBER	BUILDING	
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Lesson	5:	Comparing	Numbers	
	
Discussion:	

If	Janna	has	5	cookies	and	Jeremiah	has	8	cookies-	who	has	more	cookies?	
ü Jeremiah	does!	
Comparing	numbers	is	when	we	look	at	two	or	more	numbers	and	notice	
how	they	are	different.	Usually	the	question	asks	us	if	one	number	is	bigger	
or	smaller	than	another	one.	
Look	at	the	numbers	below	and	tell	me	which	is	biggest:	
ü 14	or	17	
ü 12	or	9	
ü 32	or	42	
Now	look	at	these	numbers	and	tell	me	which	is	the	smallest:	
ü 27	or	17	
ü 18	or	32	
ü 16	or	12	

	
Activity:		

Comparing	Apples	to	Oranges 
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1.	Circle	the	BIGGER	number.	 	 	 	 2.	Circle	the	SMALLER	number.	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	 	

COMPARING	APPLES	TO	ORANGES	
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